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FIRST FRIDAY
January 1

PRAYER FOCUS
REPENTANCE / FEAR OF GOD

Present yourself to the Lord and pray that He con-
victs you of any sin or idolatry in your life.  (Rom 
6:13-14, 12:1-2)  Repent and cry out for the fear 
of God in these areas; receive it in faith.  Intercede 
that the Holy Spirit will grant revelation of biblical 
truth and move upon the hearts of Church lead-
ers, public officials, and multitudes of Christians 
to align themselves with the Word of God and to 
fear God for who He is.  Offer thanksgiving for the 
Manhattan Declaration.  (See Page 3)    

ALL IN AUTHORITY
As 2010 begins, affirm the supremacy of Christ over 
the Obama administration, the 111th Congress, the 
Supreme Court, all U.S. embassies, agencies, and 
the 2.5 million federal workers.  (Col 1:12-19, 
2:15)  Use IFA’s “Top 130 U.S. Officials” bookmark 
(“Prayer Guide” available on “Resources” at www.
ifapray.org) to intercede for President Obama, Vice 
President Biden, the Cabinet, staff, and families. 
Pray for your U.S. Senators, Representative, Gov-
ernor, and state officials.  Intercede for exposure 
and cleansing from corruption and bribery at all 
federal, state, and local levels.  Pray that the Lord 
redeems and “improves” or “removes” all corrupt 
officials and bureaucrats.

SANCTITY OF LIFE / MARRIAGE 
Offer thanksgiving for Rep. Bart Stupak (R-MI) 
and Sens. Sam Brownback (R-KS), Orin Hatch 
(R-UT), and Mike Johanns (R-NE) for their 
courageous fight for the unborn and sanctity of 
life, and against tax-funded abortion via health 
care.  Repent for the Democrats’ willful inclusion 
of tax-funded abortion and other anti-life, anti-
family, and anti-marriage language in legislation 
before Congress.  Bless and pray for all working 
to maintain the sanctity of life, family, and mar-
riage.  (Deut 30:15-19)   

NATIONAL SECURITY / ISRAEL
Offer thanksgiving for the thwarting of hundreds 
of terrorist attacks since 9/11.  (See Page 4)  In-
tercede for all working in Homeland Security, the 
FBI, CIA, and all other intelligence, immigration, 
national security, police, and law enforcement 
agencies.  Intercede for the exposure of foreign 
and “homegrown” terrorist networks, “sleeper 
cells,” and the thwarting of attacks.  Cry out that 
the Lord cause Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, 
and all working on foreign policy to understand 
the dangers of militant Islam, and that He hold 
them in a biblical posture toward Israel and 
Jerusalem.”  (Zech 12)

“Now therefore, be wise,  
0 kings; be instructed, you 
judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and
rejoice with trembling.”  
                  —Psalm 2:10-11

W hat do you think 
God means when 
He tells us to trem-

ble before Him?  And why?  In 
Psalm 99:1, we read, “The 
Lord reigns; let the peoples 
tremble!” Verse 3 says, “Holy 
is he!” So we are exhorted to take God’s supreme 
authority and pristine purity so seriously that we 
tremble in His awesome presence. Do we? Ever? 
There is a strong exhortation to those in leadership 
regarding this truth in Psalm 2:10-11: “Now there-
fore, be wise, 0 kings; be instructed, you judges of 
the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling.” 

David the psalmist understood this concept 
from his life of studying God’s Word when he said, 
“My flesh trembles for fear of You, and I am afraid 
of Your judgments.” (Psalm 119:120)  This kind 
of genuine fear of the Lord is, sadly, greatly miss-
ing in the Body of Christ today, to our detriment.

God wonders why we have so little genuine fear 
of the Lord when He asks the question in Jeremiah 
5:22, “Do you not fear Me? says the Lord; do you 
not tremble before Me?  I placed the sand as the 
bound for the sea, a perpetual barrier which 
it cannot pass.”  The more foreign all this may 
sound, the more we should understand how far 
we are removed from living in the fear of the Lord. 
And the more we should cry out to God to show us 
how to live by the standard of His Word.  He will 
always reward that cry with revelation of truth.

In Jeremiah 9:23–24, we are told to glory only 
in the understanding that we have of the knowl-
edge of God, and that His three main attributes 

are steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness. When we have 
understanding of God’s un-
conditional love for us, dem-
onstrated by the price He paid 
for our redemption at Calvary, 
we will always feel secure. We 
know that we can approach 
Him at any time. 

When we have revelation 
of God’s judgment and justice, 
along with His holiness, we will 
realize how we need to under-
stand the importance of the 

fear of the Lord, and how it works in daily living. 
Through His love we have acceptance. Through the 
fear of the Lord operating in our lives, we have His 
favor. There is a big difference. 

T he Body of Christ understands so little of the 
fear of the Lord and experiences so little of 
what it means to tremble in the presence of 

our awesome God. Could it be that we know so 
little of the discipline of silent focused worship? 
I often ponder with awe and wonder what thirty 
minutes of silent worship in heaven will be like, 
as described in Revelation. Also, while ever we 
are bound by our liturgy and traditions, God is 
restricted in releasing the outpouring of His Spirit 
upon us in deeper dimensions.

God longs to manifest Himself in far greater 
ways to His people. But He does not reward casual 
inquirers, only diligent seekers. When spiritual 
leaders are content with “church as usual,” then 
that is exactly what we will get. And we get it far 
too frequently.  We need to get out of our comfort 
zones into where God is really in charge.  There is 
a world of difference.

While it is very important to obey God be- 
cause of what He says, it 
is even more important to 
obey Him for who He is. 

Joy Dawson

INTIMATE FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
Joy Dawson
New revised edition!  The above is excerpted with permission.  This classic study on understanding the fear 
of God is authored by a seasoned woman of God and intercessory pioneer.  Softcover 186 pages, $12.99 
+ $3.50 shipping.  Order from IFA Fulfillment Center, c/o The Christian Shoppe, PO Box 1058, Purcellville, 
VA 20134.  Credit card orders toll-free 888-349-4446 or via www.ifaresources.com. 

Intimate
Friendship
with GOD

“Let all the earth fear the Lord, 
let all the inhabitants 

of the world stand 
in awe of Him.”

—Psalm 33:8



FIRST FRIDAY IN THE GAP
GETAMERICAPRAYING.COM  EZEKIEL 22:30

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA

I will never forget the day I sent Brian Wolfe, a 
young associate, to the Library of Congress to try 
to locate Jonathan Edward’s call to days of united 
prayer and fasting.  “I found it!” Brian exclaimed, as 
he returned.  This call from America’s Great Awak-
ening (see bottom of Page 3) has envisioned IFA’s 
First Friday’s observance for over three decades!

As we engage in this monthly practice we are 
collaborating with God to avert evil and calam-
ity, to establish good government, and to release 
mercy, grace and blessing upon America and the 
Church.  (1 Tim 2:2-4)  We are but standing on 
the shoulders of America’s founding pastors and 
Judeo-Christian leaders.  We are walking out and 
“completing” the strategic biblical vision which 
the Holy Spirit imparted as this Republic was be-
ing raised up.  Corporate prayer and fasting is 
necessary to preserve America.

United prayer and fasting remains the “spiritual 
heartbeat” of IFA/GAP.  As with most God-birthed 
spiritual works, the First Friday is very simple to 
observe.  Believers across the U.S. and in foreign 
nations, from a diversity of denominational and 
non-denominational backgrounds, fast as the Lord 
might lead, and pray in agreement alone or in 
groups, in their own prayer styles, around monthly 
First Friday Prayer Points. 

These are posted on the Web at www.ifapray.
org and www.GetAmericaPraying.com.  They are 
also part of the First Friday Prayer Letters mailed 
individually or in bulk upon request.  Write the 
IFA office, email ifa@ifapray.org, or call toll-free 
1-800-USA-PRAY for more information.

Prayerfully consider launching a GAP Prayer 
Group and convening First Friday prayer—per-
haps over the lunch hour at work!  We stand ready 
to supply you with GAP materials, First Friday 
Prayer Letters and Web tools to help you inform, 
connect and mobilize your praying friends.  It’s 
time to “First Friday in the GAP.”  

A blessed and Happy New Year to you and yours!
—Gary Bergel serves as Senior Editor of IFA

David Kubal
“Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, loud quarreling, and evil speaking be put away from 

you, with all malice …. Pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and  
doubting.”  —Eph 4:31; 1 Tim 2:8
 
If people would have told us a year ago that the country would be in its present state, very few of us 
would have believed all that has occurred.  There is a disturbing trend in the midst of all that is unfold-
ing:  some intercessors are so discouraged, frustrated, and angry that they can’t force themselves to 
pray for the leaders that are in place.  This is a more troubling reality than the current dire conditions!

An old proverb says, “Bitterness is like drinking poison and expecting your enemy to die.”  This is 
applicable to us today.  It is easy for us to complain, become overwhelmed by the pace of moral de-
cline and negative change, and become bitter.  Scripture warns that we must guard against this.   
(Heb 12:15)  Instead of becoming beleaguered, bitter and passive, we need to continue to pray for 
our country’s leaders.  (1 Tim 2:2)  We need to pray that God blesses them beyond present realities 
and past what we can even imagine.  We need to pray that they experience the same redemptive grace 
that each of us has experienced—it is only the love and grace of God that can truly transform their 
hearts and minds.  These words by General Robert E. Lee are a great reminder:

“Knowing that intercessory prayer is our mightiest weapon and supreme call for Christians 
today, I pleadingly urge our people everywhere to pray.… Let us pray for ourselves, that we may 

not lose the word ‘concern’ for those who have never known Jesus Christ and redeeming love, for 
moral forces everywhere, for our national leaders.” 

Ultimately, bitterness is traceable to resentment toward God.  How many of us have not at some 
time thought, from deep within our hearts, “Why have You allowed this, God?  Why have You not in-
tervened?”  As we learn from these times, let us understand afresh that God has positioned man in 
delegated “federal headship” and dominion over this earth.  He desires us to steward and “subdue” 
it. (Gen 1:28)  Accordingly, let us see that God has charged us with the responsibility to mold this na-
tion into what He desires.  If we become bitter, we become paralyzed.  Bitterness never fuels anything 
positive.  All of us need to ask the Holy Spirit to show us His vision for America, and then pursue this 
with positive passion!

Julia Ward Howe, after visiting a Union Army Camp in 1861 in the early years of the Civil War, de-
scribed a redemptive, proactive vision by writing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:
He has trampled out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:
His truth is marching on.”

When we forgive, it can feel as if we are minimizing what is wrong.  This is a trap.  Never is any 
wrong being done in our nation so grievous that we cannot forgive.  The truth is that as we practice 
forgiveness we gain a greater ability to hear from the Holy Spirit.  A heart of unforgiveness blocks our 
prayers and limits our ability to effectively focus our prayers on the specific issues that the Lord desires.   

2010: The Year of Intercession.  America is teetering on a moral and constitutional precipice.  
Join us in praying that the Lord move upon the hearts of more U.S. Christians this year, to earnestly 
intercede for this country, than in any other year in our history.  We must not allow unforgiveness and 
bitterness to limit the power that we have on our knees.  “On our feet we might not subdue, but on 
our knees we will overcome.”  Put out a call to all you know—inform them that 2010 is The Year of 
Intercession!

                    —Dave Kubal serves as President / CEO of Intercessors for America

Praying Everywhere, Without Wrath
Gary Bergel

GARY P. BERGEL ON PRAYER
A Thirteen-Part CD Series
 
For personal and small group use!  Drawn from Abraha-

mic/Hebraic scripture studies and 
over 30 years in the prayer move-
ment—to help you find your God-
appointed “prayer rhythms.” 

Seven CDs and “How Prayer Brings 
Revival” historic reprint are pre-
sented in two attractive cases. Order 
from IFA Fulfillment Center, c/o The 
Christian Shoppe, PO Box 1058, 
Purcellville, VA 20134. Credit card 
orders toll-free 888-349-4446 or via  
www.ifaresources.com.  

 
LIVING THE GOSPEL  DEFENDING THE TRUTH
Charles Colson &  
John D. Beckett
Recommended!  IFA / G.A.P. is making this strategic DVD / CD interview available  to our interces-
sors for individual, family, small group or classroom use. $9.95 + $3.50 shipping.  Order from IFA 
Fulfillment Center, c/o The Christian Shoppe, PO Box 1058, Purcellville, VA 20134. Credit card orders 
toll-free 888-349-4446.



C hristians are heirs of a 2,000-year tradi-
tion of proclaiming God’s Word, seek-
ing justice in our societies, resisting 

tyranny, and reaching out with compassion to the 
poor, oppressed, and suffering. 

While fully acknowledging the imperfections 
and shortcomings of Christian institutions and 
communities in all ages, we claim the heritage of 
those Christians who defended innocent life by 
rescuing discarded babies from trash heaps in 
Roman cities and publicly denouncing the Em-
pire’s sanctioning of infanticide. We remember 
with reverence those ... who died bravely in the 
coliseums rather than deny their Lord....

Like those who have gone before us in the 
faith, Christians today are called to proclaim the 
Gospel of costly grace, to protect the intrinsic 
dignity of the human person, and to stand for the 
common good....

Declaration 
We, as Orthodox, Catholic, and Evangelical 

Christians, have gathered, beginning in New York 
on September 28, 2009, to make the following 
declaration, which we sign as individuals.... We 
act together in obedience to the one true God, the 
triune God of holiness and love, who has laid total 
claim on our lives and by that claim calls us with 
believers in all ages and all nations to seek and 
defend the good of all who bear his image. We set 
forth this declaration in light of the truth that is 
grounded in Holy Scripture....

Because the sanctity of human life, the dignity of 
marriage as a union of husband and wife, and the 
freedom of conscience and religion are foundation-
al principles of justice and the common good, we 
are compelled by our Christian faith to speak and 
act in their defense. In this declaration we affirm: 
1) the profound, inherent, and equal dignity of ev-
ery human being as a creature fashioned in the very 
image of God, possessing inherent rights of equal 
dignity and life; 2) marriage as a conjugal union 
of man and woman, ordained by God from the 
creation, and historically understood by believers 
and non-believers alike, to be the most basic insti-
tution in society, and; 3) religious liberty, which is 
grounded in the character of God, the example of 
Christ, and the inherent freedom and dignity of hu-
man beings created in the divine image....

Drafted October 20, 2009 / Released November 20, 2009

The Manhattan Declaration: A Call of Christian Conscience

“We are Christians who have joined to-
gether across historic lines of ecclesi-
al differences to affirm our right—and, 
more importantly, to embrace our obli-
gation—to speak and act in defense of 
these truths.... We pledge to each oth-
er, and to our fellow believers, that no 
power on earth, be it cultural or politi-

cal, will intimidate us into silence 
or acquiescence.”  

Life 
“So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them.”  (Genesis 1:27) 

“I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.” (John 10:10)

Although public sentiment has moved in a 
pro-life direction, we note with sadness that 
pro-abortion ideology prevails today in our gov-
ernment. The present administration is led and 
staffed by those who want to make abortions 
legal at any stage of fetal development, and who 
want to provide abortions at taxpayer expense....

Marriage 
“The man said, ‘This is now bone of my 

bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
woman, for she was taken out of man.’ For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and they will become 
one flesh.”  (Genesis 2:23-24)

“This is a profound mystery ... I am talking about 
Christ and the Church. However, each one of you 
also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 

wife must respect her husband.” (Ephesians 5:32-33)
In Scripture, the creation of man and woman, 

and their one-flesh union as husband and wife, is 
the crowning achievement of God’s creation. In 
the transmission of life and the nurturing of chil-
dren, men and women joined as spouses are given 
the great honor of being partners with God Him-
self. Marriage then, is the first institution of human 
society—indeed it is the institution on which all 
other human institutions have their foundation....

And so it is out of love (not “animus”) and 
prudent concern for the common good (not 
“prejudice”), that we pledge to labor ceaselessly 
to preserve the legal definition of marriage as the 
union of one man and one woman.... 

Religious Liberty 
“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

because the LORD has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the cap-
tives and release from darkness for the prisoners.”  
(Isaiah 61:1)

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God 
what is God’s.”  (Matthew 22:21)

The nature of religious liberty is grounded in 
the character of God Himself, the God who is most 
fully known in the life and work of Jesus Christ.... 
Christians confess that God alone is Lord of the 
conscience. Immunity from religious coercion is 
the cornerstone of an unconstrained conscience....

As Christians, we take seriously the Biblical 
admonition to respect and obey those in author-
ity. We believe in law and in the rule of law. We 
recognize the duty to comply with laws whether 
we happen to like them or not, unless the laws are 
gravely unjust or require those subject to them to 
do something unjust or otherwise immoral. The 
biblical purpose of law is to preserve order and 
serve justice and the common good; yet laws that 
are unjust—and especially laws that purport to 
compel citizens to do what is unjust—undermine 
the common good, rather than serve it....

Going back to the earliest days of the church, 
Christians have refused to compromise their proc-
lamation of the gospel.... (Acts 4) Through the cen-
turies, Christianity has taught that civil disobedience 
is not only permitted, but sometimes required....

Because we honor justice and the common 
good, we will not comply with any edict that pur-
ports to compel our institutions to participate in 
abortions, embryo-destructive research, assisted 
suicide and euthanasia, or any other anti-life act; 
nor will we bend to any rule purporting to force 
us to bless immoral sexual partnerships, treat 
them as marriages or the equivalent, or refrain 
from proclaiming the truth, as we know it, about 
morality and immorality and marriage and the 
family. We will fully and ungrudgingly render to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s. But under no circum-
stances will we render to Caesar what is God’s.

—The above is excerpted from this historic document.

www.ManhattanDeclaration.org

“I have often said it would be a thing very desirable, and very 
likely to be followed with a great blessing, if there could be 
some contrivance, that there should be an agreement of all 
God’s people in America... to keep a Day of Fasting and Prayer 
to God; wherein, we should all unite on the same day... It 
seems to me, it would mightily encourage and animate God’s 
saints, in humbly and earnestly seeking God, for such bless-
ings which concerns them all; and that it would be much for 
the rejoicing of all, to think, that at the same time such mul-
titudes of God’s dear children, far and near, were sending up 
their cries to the same common Father for the same motives.” 

                                                — Jonathan Edwards, 1742

Walking out the vision of America’s Christian founders . . . 

Jonathan Edwards (1703 - 1758)

Charles Colson sharing with Manhattan Declaration signatories 
at the National Press Club; Princeton Professor Robert George is 
seated to the right of Colson.  Photo at www.DeMossNews.com 



National Watch

JERUSALEM: THE COVENANT CITY by Lance Lambert / Hugh Kitson – Why do world leaders wage war for the Temple Mount and rage over “the 
final status” of Jerusalem? Part 1 of “Jerusalem: The Covenant City” traces the prophetic history of the Holy City. Part 2 explores what the Bible 
has to say about Jerusalem’s present and future destiny. We discover that as we move into the third millennium of the Christian era, the destiny 
of the whole world hinges upon the destiny of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel. This 108-minute documentary will bring you a memorable 
message of challenge and hope. $15.95 + $3.50 shipping. Order from IFA Fulfillment Center, c/o The Christian Shoppe, PO Box 1058, Purcellville, VA 
20134. Credit card orders toll-free 888-349-4446 or via www.ifaresources.com.

THE MISSION OF INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA:  Uniting Believers in Effective Prayer and Fasting for America  – Since 1973. 
This First Friday Prayer Letter, provided on request, is published 11 times annually. To enroll friends as partners-in-prayer, receive midweek 
E-mail Alerts, or to receive a sample Church Pray!  bulletin, contact Intercessors for America.  IFA is a  501(c)(3) nonprofit ministry. Your tax-deductible 
gifts cover prayer letter printing and mailing costs, are receipted, and greatly appreciated.  All prayer letter Scripture references are New King 
James Version (NKJV) unless otherwise noted. Contents may be reprinted, except for items separately copyrighted; credit to IFA is appreciated.   

IFA Staff: John Beckett, Chairman of the Board; David Kubal, President / CEO; Gary Bergel, Senior Editor / President Emeritus; Cecelia Gleason, Chief Operating Officer; Mary White, 
Accountant;  Linda Watkins, Community Relations; William Lee, Media Coordinator; John Felts, IT Network Manager; Nathan Curby, Assistant Editor; Shawn McGuinn, Social Network Coordinator.   
IFA Office:  PO Box 915,  Purcellville, VA 20134; Tel 540-317-2070;  Fax 540-751-0984;  E-mail ifa@ifapray.org. IFA Web sites:  www.GetAmericaPraying.com  www.ifapray.org  www.ifaresources.com

★ = An answer or development to an IFA First Friday or On Watch in Washington Alert.        Publication index: CN=Christian Newswire; NM=Newsmax.com; NTA=National Terror Alert; NYDN=New York 
Daily News; ST=Seattle Times; TH=The Hill; W=WORLD Magazine; WP=Washington Post

“Now therefore, be wise, 0 kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear,  
and rejoice with trembling.”   —Psalm 2:10-11

In America Today...

BATTLING HOMEGROWN TERRORISTS
★  SPRINGFIELD, IL – The FBI arrest of “very normal” 
Michael Finton, alias “Talib Islam,” in Illinois, the killing 
of Muslim Immam Luqman Ameen Abdullah, previously 
known as Christopher Thomas, in Detroit, and Major Ni-
dal Malik Hasan’s shooting spree at Fort Hood, Texas have 
raised the specter of Islamic Jihad unfolding across the 
U.S.  Analysts report that Jihadists here are also beginning 
to use technology to mobilize and train terror agents in 
foreign nations.  World magazine recently documented five 
more elaborate terrorist plots thwarted since May, 2009. 
      Sen. Joseph Lieberman (I-CT), who heads the Senate’s 
Homeland Security Committee, determined the attack by 
Hasan, a U.S.-born Muslim of Palestinian descent, to be 
a “terrorist act” and convened hearings on the matter.  
Reps. Sue Myrick (R-NC), John Shadegg (R-AZ), Paul 
Broun (R-GA.) and Trent Franks (R-AZ), members of the 
Congressional Anti-Terrorism Caucus, have called upon 
the U.S. House sergeant at arms to investigate whether 
the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR) has 
tried to place interns or otherwise infiltrate key national-
security committees in order to shape legislative policy.  
The lawmakers are specifically focused on the House 
Homeland Security Committee, Intelligence Commit-
tee and Judiciary Committee.  (NTA 10/28/09  NYDN 
11/08/09  TH 10/14/09  W 12/5/09)

MANHATTAN DECLARATION SPREADING
★  WASHINGTON, DC – The Manhattan Declaration: A Call 
of Christian Conscience was publicly proclaimed at the 
National Press Club on November 20.  (See Page 2)  The 
drafting was spearheaded by Professor Robert George, Mc-
Cormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton University, 
Professor Timothy George, Beeson Divinity School, Samford 
University and Charles Colson, Founder of the Chuck Colson 
Center for Christian Worldview, Lansdowne, VA.  Initially 
signed by a core of 150 Christian leaders, the document was 
gaining signatories at the rate of 1,000 per hour in the week 
after release.  Read and sign it at www.ManhattanDeclara-
tion.com.  Send it to your pastor, friends, and associates.

ARCHDIOCESE WARNS DC OFFICIALS
★  WASHINGTON, DC – The Catholic Archdiocese of 
Washington informed city officials that it will be unable 
to continue the social service programs it runs for the 
District if the city doesn’t change the proposed same-sex 
marriage law, a threat that could affect tens of thousands 
of people the church helps with adoption, homelessness 
and health care. Under the bill, set for a DC Council vote 
in early December, religious organizations would not be 
required to perform or make space available for same-sex 
weddings;  but they would have to obey city laws prohibit-
ing discrimination against gay men and lesbians. Fearful 
that they could be forced, among other things, to extend 
employee benefits to same-sex married couples, church 
officials said they would have no choice but to abandon 
their contracts with the city. (WP 11/12/09)

CAMPUS MINISTRIES GEARING FOR 2010 
★  AUSTIN, TX – Campus Renewal Ministries (www.cam-
pusrenewal.org) drafted Spark and Fusion Group manuals 
in 2009 and posted an online Spark course at year’s end.  
These eight-week long video and interactive small group 
or online courses teach campus leaders and students 
how to plant missional communities, “simple churches,” 
among a people group where they live, work, or play.  It 
is anticipated that students on campuses in every state 
will take the course and launch missional communities.
  KANSAS CITY, MO – Campus America (www.cam-
pusamerica.org) sees itself as a simple call for a con-
nected, unbroken Year of Prayer in 2010 on college and 
university campuses across the U.S.  Starting with “the 
torch-in-hand” in January, unbroken day and night prayer 
will be handed off to prayer rooms across the nation.        

STUDENT AWAKENING AT IHOPU
★  KANSAS CITY, MO – On November 4, on the last day of a 
monthly fast at the International House of Prayer University 
of Kansas City (IHOPU), a move of the Holy Spirit began to 
stir during the student chapel assembly.  Students received 
revelation of God’s love for them and testified about receiv-
ing deliverance from self-hatred, shame, and depression. 
A refreshing, joyous spirit rested on many students and 
the times of spiritual awakening continued in classes 
and faculty.  Word spread quickly and over 2,000 people 
spontaneously gathered in the auditorium from all over 
the Kansas City area.  Visitation and reports of salvation, 
deliverance and physical healings continued.  Times of 
awakening were experienced via Webcasts by students at 
Wheaton College, Asbury Seminary, and other campuses.  
Extended night meetings were convened to end-of-year.  
Testimonies can be read at www.ihop.org 

SEEK GOD FOR THE CITY FEB. 17 – MAR. 28
★  AUSTIN, TX – “Before God acts, He wants to be asked.”  
Prayer guides are available for the 2010 Forty Days to Palm 
Sunday prayer vigil. (www.waymakers.org)

40 DAYS FOR LIFE FEBRUARY 17 – MARCH 28
Prayer and fasting vigils | www.40daysforlife.com

MOMS’ DAY OF PRAYER JANUARY 16
Global Day of Prayer | www.momsdayofprayer.com

SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY JANUARY 24
★  LANSDOWNE, VA – Care Net (www.care-net.org), Fo-
cus on the Family (www.family.org), Lutherans for Life 
(www.lutheransforlife.org) and other groups are calling 
on churches to observe Sanctity of Life Sunday.

37th MARCH FOR LIFE JANUARY 21-22
★  WASHINGTON, DC – The 37th annual March for Life 
will rally at noon on Friday, Jan. 22 at the Mall in Wash-
ington, DC.  A pro-life conference will also be held over 
the weekend at the Hyatt-Regency Washington on Capitol 
Hill.  For more information go to www.marchforlife.org.

TEENS FOR LIFE SUMMIT  
★  MILWAUKEE, WI – Saying that they have waited five years 
for the scenario of the annual March for Life to land on a 
Friday, the coordinators of this National Teen Summit are 
rejoicing to be able to travel and have this whole weekend to 
meet in Washington, DC.  For details on the National Teens 
for Life Summit e-mail Joleigh Little, Director of Wisconsin 
Teens for life at jlittle@wrtl.org or call 715-378-4302.

WARREN: ABORTION IS A “HOLOCAUST”
★  NEW YORK, NY – Speaking on NBC’s Meet the Press, 
Pastor Rick Warren, author of “A Purpose Driven Life,” de-
clared that Obama’s present stance on abortion amounts 
to ignoring an American holocaust.  “We have 46 million 
Americans who are not here.  Those who should be here 
since Roe v. Wade are not, and are not voting.”  Slamming 
Obama’s rhetoric that “abortions should be rare,” Warren 
said such a position “essentially supports the idea that life 
begins at conception….  Either you believe it’s life or you 
don’t ... why would you believe it should be rare? ... If a 
baby, a fetus is not a life, then why restrict it?”  Warren, 
who was invited by Obama and prayed at his Inaugura-
tion, said he prays for the president daily. (NM 11/29/09)

THE HUNGRY NEXT DOOR
★  SEATTLE, WA – As the recession and joblessness 
continues, a growing number of Americans—some 50 
million in more than 17 million households—are going 
hungry, eating less, and literally worrying about where 
a next meal is coming from.  A federal survey shows an 
increase of 11.1 percent increase for 2008 over 2007.  
A greater increase is projected for 2009.  For people 
struggling to make ends meet, putting food on the table 
is often a casualty of paying the rent, winter heating bills 
and the expense of health care.  Donations and volunteer 
support for church and community relief efforts have a 
real impact on genuine need. Food banks help people 
living on the edge get through the month. Soup kitchens 
feed others with absolutely no options.  (ST 11/18/09)
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