A biblical, prophetic look at current events for those who have a heart to pray for our nation.

On Watch in Washington

November 16, 2011

OCCUPY WALL STREET — HOW TO PRAY?

Everyone loves a bogeyman. The liberals have one, and the conservatives have another, but the truth is
often much more complex.

These are words spoken by a Christian connection on Capitol Hill when he learned about IFA's desire to
compile a report encouraging prayer for the agendas influencing the Occupy Wall Street movement.
Specifically, he urged caution when identifying the movement's leaders (or anti-leaders) and the
philosophies that inspire them. This caution is a good one, reinforcing the crucial need for spiritual
discernment and the integrity to avoid sensational, tabloid prayers. We must be wise to sift through the
crossfire of ideologies and demands, whether it's the Tea Party movement or Occupy groups, realizing
that people and motives don't always fit nicely inside a preconceived box, or follow a cohesive agenda.

Through the Apostle Paul's example, the Bible presents an important reminder in 1 Corinthians 2 on how
to filter the issues, and even filter our own prayers. Paul describes how he speaks not with persuasive
words of human wisdom (rhetoric), but "in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." This is a completely
different reference point than the world's, and a completely different box with which to frame our
assessment of others. The passage gives us a media model that transcends even recent calls for civility
in political discourse. Verses 6-8 exhort us to "speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the
wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing," but to "[compare] spiritual
things with spiritual" because "he who is spiritual judges all things." (Read the entire IFA Special Report

by clicking here!)

Ask the Lord to give each of us as Americans the ability to discern the times and to seek His will
regarding our responses to the struggles that we as a nation are facing. Ask the Lord to give us
His heart so that we might declare His Wisdom to this generation.

"We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of
the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God's wisdom, a mystery that has been
hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this age understood
it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." (1 Corinthians 2:6-8)

SUPER COMMITTEE REMAINS DEADLOCKED

They have been meeting for two months, poring over concepts and ideas already hashed out by three
other groups over the past year.

But nine days before their deadline, members of the congressional "super committee" created to forge a
deficit reduction deal indicated Sunday that they remain hung up on basic issues of tax and entitlement
reform that have previously stymied agreement.
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House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., declined to take sides Monday on a proposal for higher tax
revenues backed by fellow Republicans on Congress' super committee, yet expressed confidence the
panel would agree on a deficit-reduction plan of at least $1.2 trillion by a Nov. 23 deadline.

A proposal for $300 billion in higher taxes has stirred grumbling within the ranks of congressional
Republicans, for whom opposition to such measures has been political bedrock for more than two
decades.

Two of the party's presidential hopefuls said Monday they would not support any committee deficit-
reduction plan that includes higher taxes.

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, campaigning in lowa, said he would "do everything in my power to
defeat" any such proposal.

A spokesman for Rick Perry said the Texas governor "wants to look at details but if those details include a
tax increase he's not going to be for it. He does not favor higher taxes," added David Miner.

Additionally, officials said that Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., who outlined the plan last week in a closed-door
meeting of four Republicans and three Democrats, has encountered criticism from fellow conservatives
despite strong credentials as an opponent of higher taxes. "There's been a little bit, but it's been pretty
muted," his spokeswoman, Nachama Soloveichik, said of the response.

Cantor's spokeswoman turned aside several emailed requests for the majority leader's views on the
proposal. She said he hadn't seen the plan, and she referred to his comments at a news conference
earlier in the day when he told reporters, "I'm not going to be opining as to any reports, hypotheticals or
anything connected with their work."

Despite that pledge, Cantor was bullish in predicting agreement before the deadline and adding that a
fallback requirement to cut $1.2 trillion from domestic and defense programs wouldn't be triggered.

Liberal Democrats are highly reluctant to agree to curbs on programs the party has long been identified
with, and last week members on the super committee jettisoned an earlier proposal to slow the rise in
cost-of-living benefits for Social Security recipients.

The same goes for conservatives, many of whom fear the possible political cost of changing their
positions in order to pursue a less-than-certain bipartisan compromise on deficit reduction.

Many GOP office holders have signed a pledge circulated by Americans for Tax Reform not to vote for
higher taxes. The organization is led by Grover Norquist, a conservative activist, although in comments to
reporters Cantor suggested that influence by an outsider isn't the dominant concern.

"It's not about Grover Norquist. It's about commitments that people made to the electorate they represent,
the people that sent them here. That's what it's about," he said.

Republicans on the committee hailed Toomey's proposal last week as a breakthrough and a concession
that could open the way to a deal.

Democrats were dismissive, saying it amounted to a tax cut in disguise for the wealthy — the very
taxpayers that they and Obama say should pay more. According to numerous officials, Toomey's
proposal envisioned an additional $250 billion in revenue emerging from a sweeping revision of the tax
code that would bring the top rate down from 35 percent to 28 percent while reducing or eliminating many
commonly used itemized deductions.
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"Balance doesn't mean "half-right, half-wrong,' he wrote, referring to Obama's calls for a deficit-cutting
plan that includes higher taxes and spending cuts."It means you don't fall over." Jordan is chairman of the
Republican Study Committee, an organization of conservative GOP members of the House.
(Contributors: CNN, Associated Press writer Andrew Taylor, Wikipedia)

Pray that this temporary committee be shown grace on how to resolve the issues that go to the
very core of our existence as a nation. How we spend our money is a reflection upon what we
cherish and where we place importance. Ask the Lord to give grace to our leaders in order to fund
the programs that a righteous nation should value most.

"In everything | did, | showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”” (Acts 20:35)

"And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19)

THE SUPREME COURT AND OBAMACARE SHOWDOWN

The sharply divided Supreme Court practically guaranteed political fireworks by agreeing on Monday to
decide the constitutionality of Obama's signature Affordable Care Act right in the heat of the 2012
election. Here is a guide to the Supreme Court's "biggest case of the century":

What's the time frame for the ACA ruling? The Supreme Court will hear 5 1/2 hours of oral arguments
over two days in March or April 2012, and hand down its decision before the end of June — right in the
midst of the presidential campaign.

How split is the court? Right down the middle. Justices Ruth Bader Ginsberg, Stephen Breyer, Sonia
Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan are liberal. Kagan has been exposed by just-released email conversations
expressing elation at the vote count for support of the health care plan, which many deem oppressive and
even Marxist. These justices are widely expected to support Obama's law. Justices Antonin Scalia,
Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito, and Chief Justice John Roberts are conservative. Swing voter Anthony
Kennedy could go either way — and is often the court's deciding vote. Kagan should be removed from
participation in the Supreme Court decision based on the recently uncovered bias.

What exactly is the court deciding on "ObamaCare"? Whether the law can even be challenged, or if
the Anti-Injunction Act — which prevents taxpayers from challenging a tax or penalty before it goes into
effect — pushes any legal challenge back to 2015, after the individual mandate (which requires
Americans to obtain health insurance) kicks in. Then, the justices will decide if the individual mandate is
constitutional. If the mandate is ruled unconstitutional, the court will decide whether that invalidates the
entire Affordable Care Act. Finally, to the surprise of just about everybody, the justices agreed to decide if
the law's expansion of Medicaid is an infringement on states' rights.

What have lower courts ruled? Four federal appeals courts have weighed in on the law, with two — in
Washington, D.C., and Michigan — upholding the ACA's individual mandate, the Atlanta-based 11th
Circuit court striking it down (but arguing that the lack of a mandate didn't bring down the rest of the law),
and the Virginia-based 4th Circuit citing the Anti-Injunction Act to dismiss the case. The Supreme Court
agreed to hear the 11th Circuit appeal. None of the lower court judges have endorsed the Medicaid part
of the case.

What's the Medicaid issue about? The ACA extends Medicaid — a state-administered health care
program largely paid for with federal funds — to include low-income adults. Republican officials in 26
states argue that that amounts to federal coercion, since states that fail to comply will lose all their
Medicaid funding. Since no lower court judge bought that argument, it's a real stunner the Supreme Court
took up the issue. Well, it's probably out of courtesy to the 26 states, says llya Shapiro. But "as a practical
matter, this could be a bigger deal than the individual mandate." Congress attaches "plenty of strings to
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the grants it gives states," and if the justices side with the 26 states, it could cripple Congress' future
ability to tie the money it doles out to policy issues.

What are the arguments for striking the law down? The central question with the individual mandate is
whether the Constitution's Commerce Clause allows Congress to regulate not just interstate economic
activity, but also what opponents call economic "inactivity" — in this case, not buying health insurance.
Does punishing Americans for not purchasing health insurance lie outside Congress' power "to regulate
commerce"? Opponents say the ACA is a massive overreach of that constitutional authority.

Any guesses on how the justices will rule? There's no consensus among court-watchers. ACA
opponents should be cheered by the "whopping 5.5 hours of oral argument,” instead of the typical one
hour, says Orin Kerr at The Volokh Conspiracy. Clearly, at least some justices are taking the challenges
very seriously. "Kennedy will be the decider," says Harvard's Noah Feldman at Bloomberg, and he'll
probably be persuaded that it's best to kick the issue down the road, or even uphold the law. "You don't
need a law degree to know how the Supreme Court is going to vote, says Jeffrey Toobin at The New
Yorker, "just know which way the wind is blowing." If "Obama looks like a lame duck" when the court
decides the case, Kennedy will be more likely to undo the president's signature issue. If Obama "looks
like a winner," "ObamaCare" will probably win, too. (Contributing sources: The Week, Washington Times,
Bloomberg View, Cato, CNN, Los Angeles Times, New Yorker, New York Times, San Jose Mercury
News, SCOTUSDblog, Slate, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Volokh Conspiracy)

Ask the Lord to give His wisdom to the Supreme Court justices in making their decisions
regarding this oppressive health care legislation. Ask the Lord to help our nation cast off the
oppressive chains of socialistic practices so that we may continue to enjoy the freedoms from
governmental bondage that our founding fathers fought so hard to preserve.

"For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by
whom we cry out, 'Abba, Father.” (Rom 8:15)

"These (false teachers) are fountains without water, clouds driven by a storm, to whom the blackest
darkness is kept forever. For speaking arrogant nonsense, they entice — through the lusts of the flesh,
through indecencies — the ones who have indeed escaped from those living in delusion, promising them
freedom, though themselves being slaves of corruption — for one is a slave to whatever overcomes him."
(2 Pet 2:17-19)

RUSSIAN SCIENTIST AIDS IRAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM

When the Cold War abruptly ended in 1991, Vyacheslav Danilenko was a Soviet weapons scientist in
need of a new line of work. At 57, he had three decades of experience inside a top-secret nuclear facility
and one marketable skill: the ability to make objects blow up with nhanosecond precision.

Danilenko struggled to become a businessman, traveling through Europe and even to the United States
to promote an idea for using explosives to create synthetic diamonds. Finally, he turned to Iran, a country
that could fully appreciate the bomb maker’s special mix of experience and talents.

Fifteen years later, the Russian scientist has emerged as a central character in the still-unfolding mystery
that is Iran’s nuclear program. A report last week by the International Atomic Energy Agency highlighted
the role of a “foreign expert” — identified by Western diplomats close to the U.N. nuclear agency as
Danilenko — in Iran’s efforts to gain expertise in disciplines essential to building a nuclear warhead.

No bomb was built, the diplomats say. But help from foreign scientists such as Danilenko enabled Iran to
leapfrog over technical hurdles that otherwise could have taken years to overcome, according to former
and current U.N. officials, Western diplomats and weapons experts.
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Such assistance also provided a trail of evidence that the IAEA’s investigators were later able to follow.
Documents and other records — and, in the case of Danilenko, interviews — would offer a rare glimpse
inside a highly secretive program hidden within Iranian universities and civilian institutions, the officials
and experts said.

“It remains for Danilenko to explain his assistance to Iran,” said David Albright, a former U.N. inspector
who has tracked the investigation of the Russian scientist over several years. “At the very least,
Danilenko should have known exactly why the Iranians were interested in his research and expertise. The
IAEA information suggests he has provided more than he has admitted.”

U.N. investigators would eventually match Danilenko’s published research on detonators with designs
produced by Iranian scientists working for the Physics Research Center. In one striking example, a 1992
paper co-authored by Danilenko describes a fiber-optic instrument that measures precisely when a shock
wave arrives along thousands of different points along the surface of a sphere. Iran conducted at least
one major test of such an instrument in 2003, the year after Danilenko stopped his visits to Iran.

Such instruments have few, if any, applications outside nuclear warhead design, weapons experts say.

In private conversations, however, the scientist allowed that he “could not exclude that his information
was used for other purposes,” the ISIS report said. In that sense, the institute said, Danilenko’s
experience is similar to that of numerous other former weapons scientists who ended up traveling abroad
to work in a country with nuclear aspirations. Of the dozens of similar cases studied by the institute, each
began with an offer of “more benign assistance that provided a plausible cover for their secret
assistance.”

“Synthetic diamond production is unlikely to have been a priority” for Iran, ISIS said. “Although it has
obvious value as a cover story.” (SOURCE: The Washington Post By Joby Warrick) To read the complete
story <click here>.

Ask the Lord to expose any weapons of mass destruction that Iran is working to attain. Ask the
Lord to stop any plans for war and/or destruction in the Middle East or any other place on earth.
Ask the Lord to turn their swords into plows and sow seeds of righteousness rather than evil and
hate. Pray that Ahmadinejad’s motives will be brought to light for the world to see, and that he will
be humbled by the response of peace loving people in the Middle East.

“Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed”. (John 3:20)

SENATOR SAYS JUSTICE WON'T PROVIDE WITNESSES

The ranking Republican on the Democratic controlled Senate Judiciary Committee says the Justice
Department has refused to make available 11 of 12 department witnesses called by the panel for
transcribed interviews in the ongoing investigation of the botched Fast and Furious weapons operation.

Senator Chuck Grassley said that despite the department's promises of good faith cooperation in the
probe, only one witness has been provided so far - former U.S. Attorney Dennis Burke in Arizona, who
resigned in August after taking responsibility for his mistakes during testimony about Fast and Furious
before a House committee.

"The department has refused to schedule interviews with any of the other 11 witnesses. That's not the
good-faith cooperation | was promised, and it is unacceptable,” said Mr. Grassley, lowa Republican. "If
this controversy has taught us anything, it is that you have to talk directly to the people who know the
facts.
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"If Congress had relied on the department's official talking points, we still wouldn't know the truth today,"
he said Thursday during the committee's executive business meeting.

Mr. Grassley and Rep. Darrell Issa, California Republican and chairman of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, have been investigating the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives' Fast and Furious operation for several months.

They discovered that more than 2,000 weapons illegally purchased by "straw buyers" at Arizona gun
shops, including hundreds of AK-47 semi-automatic assault rifles, were allowed to be walked to drug
smugglers in Mexico.

More than 1,400 of the weapons are still unaccounted for. Two AK-47s purchased at a gun shop in
Glendale, Ariz., were discovered at the site of the shooting death of U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian A.
Terry, killed during a gunfight with Mexican bandits just north of the border near Nogales, Ariz.

Senator Grassley also noted that during a Justice Department oversight hearing Tuesday, Attorney
General Eric H. Holder Jr. "shifted slightly” from a denial in May that gun-walking had occurred during the
Fast and Furious operation to "a wait-and-see position," noting that he didn't know if guns had been
walked and would wait for the results of an investigation by the Justice Department's Office of Inspector
General.

"We have come a long way since May," Senator Grassley said.

Eric Holder finally admitted that the whistle-blowers were right all along, about gun-walking in Fast and
Furious. Senator Grassley said that he was pleased Holder was no longer trying to deny the obvious.
(Contributor: Washington Times)

Ask the Lord to give wisdom to those senators that love truth. Pray that their love for the truth will
overcome those who suppress the illegal actions of those responsible for this corruption. Ask the
Lord to expose the hidden agendas of those suppressing the truth in this investigation. Thank the
Lord for those truths that have already come into the light.

"...no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is
the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me," declares the LORD."
(Isaiah 54:17)

SENATE PANEL OKs REPEAL OF DOMA, BUT REID WON’T FLOOR VOTE

The Senate Judiciary Committee took the unprecedented step Thursday of voting to repeal a federal law
that defines marriage as the union of one man and one woman and allows states to disregard same-sex
unions from other states.

However, the Respect for Marriage Act may have reached the end of its consideration in this session of
Congress: Senate Republicans expressed doubt that Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Nevada
Democrat, would dare bring up such a controversial bill before an election, especially with only 31
supporters.

The good news is that Reid knows he would “face a revolution in his own caucus” if he scheduled a vote
on this bill, said Sen. John Cornyn, Texas Republican.

Regardless of its immediate fate, Thursday’s 10-8 party-line vote in favor of the Respect for Marriage Act,
which repeals the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), was viewed as a victory for the Sodom and
Gomorrah styled marriage advocates in America.
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DOMA discriminates against more than 131,000 married homosexuals in six states and the District of
Columbia by denying them federal benefits, said Sen. Dianne Feinstein, California Democrat and lead
sponsor of the bill. This should come as no surprise to informed citizens.

“This unfairness must end,” said Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick J. Leahy, Vermont
Democrat. Repealing DOMA “would provide for the equal treatment of all lawful marriages in this country.”
If the bill passes and DOMA is repealed, “states that recognize only traditional marriages will be required
to honor homosexual marriages for purposes of federal law,” warns Sen. Chuck Grassley, lowa
Republican and Judiciary’s ranking member.

Thursday’s discussion evoked emotional responses from several senators.

Obama has said DOMA is unconstitutional and ordered the Justice Department to stop defending the
legislation in court. By doing so, Obama set himself above the law of the land. He is obligated to serve
and uphold the laws of Congress. He does not have the authority to interpret the laws and call them
unconstitutional. That is the responsibility of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Press Secretary Jay Carney added that Obama is "proud to support" the homosexual legislation. This
comment should not come as a surprise and should not be forgotten when the majority of Americans are
asked to vote next November.

In 1996, DOMA passed with large margins of support from both parties, including still-serving senators,
and was signed into law. Forty states have since passed their own DOMASs and the vast majority of God
fearing Americans continue to support normal and God ordained marriage, not the model of Sodom and
Gomorrah. (Contributors: IFA, The Washington Times, CBN)

Ask the Creator, who made both Male and Female in His image, to open the eyes of those who
want to follow the ways of Sodom and Gomorrah. Ask the Lord to deliver them from these vile
passions. Ask the Lord to convict their hearts of this sinful pursuit of ungodliness. Ask the Lord
to give strength and wisdom to those who stand for righteousness in our courts, churches, and
legislative assemblies throughout America.

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God
has shown it to them.” (Romans 1:18-19)

“Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image
made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.” (Romans 1:22-23)

“For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for
what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust
for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of
their error which was due.” (Romans 1:26-27)

PRAYER FOCUS ON CONGRESSIONAL ISSUES

FCC Cracks Down on Religious Broadcasters - The FCC has lifted its closed captioning exemption for
some religious television broadcasts.
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Justices Decline Case on Highway Crosses - The Supreme Court refused to hear an appeal of a
ruling that putting crosses along Utah highways to honor fallen state troopers violated the First
Amendment.

Courthouse to Place Church-State Separation Display Next to Decalogue - Johnson County of
Tennessee settled a lawsuit with Americans United for Separation of Church and State over a county
courthouse lobby display that included the Ten Commandments.

Please continue to pray for the following:

H.Res.642 - Broadcaster Freedom Act of 2011 - Fairness Doctrine not reinstated in the future? Click on
the above link to learn more about H.Res. 642. Learn more about the Fairness Doctrine here.

H. Res. 253 - Affirming the rich spiritual and religious history of our Nation's founding and subsequent
history and expressing support for designation of the first week in May as "America's Spiritual Heritage
Week" for the appreciation of and education on America's history of religious faith.

H.Res. 2023 - Public Expression of Religion Act: H.Res. 2023, the Public Expression of Religion Act,
which would limit the remedies available to parties that bring lawsuits against expressions of religion...The
bill would modify the law so each side pays its own attorney fees, removing the monetary incentive that
activist groups have in bringing these types of cases. Read status here.

H.Res. 2070 - Please pray for World War Il Memorial Prayer Act of 2011 which would require the
Secretary of the Interior to place a plaque at the World War Il Memorial or inscribe on the Memorial
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's D-Day prayer, which has been entitled "Let Our Hearts Be Stout."
Read status here.

H.Res.253 - Members of the Congressional Prayer Caucus introduced legislation affirming America's
religious and spiritual heritage, and to designate the first week of May as America's Spiritual Heritage
Week". Read status here.

H.Res. 211 - This piece of legislation is aimed at recognizing the important influence the Ten
Commandments had on our Founding Documents and Principles. Read status here.

H.Res.0107 - TN: General Assembly, Statement of Intent or Position - Urges counties to allow Ten
Commandments to be posted in local court houses.It was signed by the House Speaker on May 19th.
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